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] (Severe Drought)
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Dirought Impact Tyvpes - A = Agricultoral - Sodl Moistare, Fange conditions
H = Hydrological - Water Supplies, Smeamflow, Groundwarer

Dirought Alert - Governor's Drought

Advizery Conmmifies strongly encourages local

officials to convene local drouzhr comrmimess.

Severe Dronght - Local officials

should have local drought plannmg efforts underway

or should reconvens the local dronght commites

ar the earlisst opporiumity.

For recommended responses, see the Monrana Dronghe Plan.
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Montana Drought Status by County - September. 2007

Montana County Drought Status

Becovery from meteorologacal 2zd agnoaloral drought during spring and early smmmer o= both gides
of e Coztinezsal kas regreasad a5 record kigh teaoparanmes axd balow mverige prcipitation cases
soil mecdsturs, crop. and rangw comditions to detertorate. Hydrelogical aspects of the drought continee
10 WOrsD &% resecwelss are drafited Reavily and streamflow approaches very lew levals for & zambsar of
mvars across the stz due to e formaticn and sarky melt of the mowmtaz mowpack.

Tea Govemnor's Drought Advisery Comenittes assesses water sapply 2nd medsturs condibiess cn 2
monthly basis to determuine drought stares for sach county of the state. The drought status map is wsed
primerily to promote mverszass of dronght and o alert Montamans to impesding droc gkt conditions so
thawv moay respomd appropriacaly.

Droughr Alert- Sovarnor's Dineexgis Advisory Committes strongly sncoocrnges watershed groups and
county deought commitiess to comvens azd undartzks planning for droughs

Severe Drenght- Local officials skowuld kave local drought planming underwany or should convans bacal
drought plann=g 2t the sarliest cpportunity.
Faor infomeatioz about howr the drenght stams nps are datarmined or 5o bears mome aheet

racozumesdad responses to dzought see e Montana Deought Respozes Flan
(Ettp:/zois siate.me oe'drowghs conmitee TiroagkiPU 7. pdf)
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Montana Drought Status by County - September, 2008

GLACIER

LINCOLH

FLATHEAD |

Map Key J | L‘

] Heo MISSOULA
MY Continental Divide

2, Drought Impact Type T_' L
GRANITE
aaﬁ‘?(‘

GIL":I' ER
B

Drought Status
September 2008

Mo Drought - Moist
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Mo Drought MADISCH

BEAVERHEAD
Slightly Dry

Moderately Dry  (Drought Alert)

- Severely Dry
j (Severe Drought)
- Extremely Dry

Drought Impact Types - & = Agricultural - Seil Moisture, Fange conditions
H = Hydrological - Water Supplies, Streamflow, Groundwater

Drought Alert - Governor's Drought

Advisory Committee sirongly encourages local
officials to convene local drought commuttess.
Severe Drought - Local officials

should have local drought planning efforts underway
of should reconvene the local drought commities

at the earliest opporumity.
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Montana County Drought Status

The La Mina event forecasied m the fall of 2007 for early 2008 has delivered average 1o above average mountain
mowpack WATET ContEnt o mOst MOUntAnous areas of the stas. Following the debilitsing heat of siommer 2007,
ropvery from dmuzht stalled 25 seenic msenqir, sreanfow, soil mostmre, and grnu:umba condtions.

The plains arezs of te state reraim sssentially whesm they were at the end of the 07 mowing season — dry with litth
MW COVET *te;enmi&m:ﬂa:a:beﬂ:rmgt‘dxchbuma ooly about two bo three inches in & normal year to plams
2] valbey elavations and spring storms will be important to recovery o thess arexs. Bix the water supply cutlook looks
vary favorzhle s of mid-Febnazy for surface waiter dependent valleys o boch sides of the Cortnerm] Divide as e
momtins reach the mm-tkird mark of the snow water acoumlation. period for the water year. The concem at this time is
whether the state will experiance an sarly mowmelt of mountain mowpack, as in 2007, or 2 normal mnoff pariod fom

The Govemor's Drongbt Advisory Conmmittes assesses water supply and moishire conditons on 3
monthly basis o detemmime dronghi status for each county of the state. The droughe status map s wsad
primarily @ promote awareness of drought aed oo alert Mootanans to inpending drough conditons so
they may respond appropracely.

Drought Alert: Governor's Dronght Advisory Comnnitee stronsly encowrzzes watershed sroups and
county dronght connnittess to coovens and nndemake plamuing for drowght

Severe Drought: Local officials should ha:t'e local dronght planning undsrwvay or should convene local
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Final Small Grains Summary
Sept. 30, 2008




Crop Weather Report
Week Ending September 14,
2008
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+ Small grains harvest not complete, due to
continued rainfall the past two weeks

* Winter wheat crop 97% harvested



Spring Planted Crops

Harvest of all small
grains behind last
year.

Harvest of most
ollseeds behind last
year.




Topsoil Moisture Better than
Last Month, Last Year, & 5-Year Avg.

September 14, 2008 This | Last | Last | 5-yr
Week | Month | Year | Avg

Very Short/Short 31%| 77% 81%| 76%

Adequate 57%| 23% 17%| 22%

Surplus 6% 0% 2% 2%
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Subsoil Moisture Better than Last Month,
Last Year, & 5-Yr Average

September 14, 2008 This | Last | Last | 5-yr

Week | Month | Year | Avg
Very Short/Short | 55% 75% 719% | 82%
Adequate 43% 25% 20% 17%
Surplus 2% 0% 1% 1%




Winter Wheat Seedings

¢ Planting behind last year
and 5-year average

+ 4.4 days suitable for field
work last week; rain has
slowed things down

+ Planting about 7%
complete




Winter Wheat Seeding Behind
Last Year & 5-Year Average

September 14, 2008 This | ast 5_yr
Week | Year | Avg

Winter Wheat
Seeded % | 23% | 21%




Percent Complete
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Hay Harvest Behind
Last Year & b5-Year

Average
September 14, 2008 This Last | 5-yr
Week Year | Avg
Alfalfa Hay
Second Cutting 93% 99% | 95%
Other Hay
Second Cutting 79% 91%| 90%




Livestock Grazing “

+ Range and pasture feed conditions better
than last year and 5-year average

+ Ranchers moving cattle and sheep from
summer ranges
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—.  Range & Pasture Conditions
==aBetter than Last Year and >-Year

Average
September 14, 2008 This | Last | Last | 5-yr
Week | Month | Year Avg
Very Poor/Poor | 27% | 27% | 36% | 4/%
Fair 38% | 34% | 38% | 34%
Good 29% | 25% | 22% | 16%
Excellent 6% | 14% | 4% 3%




"> Movement from Summer Ranges

September 14, 2008 This Last | Last | 5-yr
Week | Month | Year | Avg

Cattle &

Calves 22% | 2% | 23% | 23%

Sheep &

Lambs 26% 2% | 20% | 22%




ToSum It Up

* Winter wheat seeding well behind last year

+ Small grain harvest behind last year, due to
delayed growing season and recent rainfall

+ Range & pasture feed conditions better than
last year

+ Moving livestock to winter pastures &
ranges well underway
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* Due out September 30

+ Final acreage and production estimates
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